[Electron microscopic study of the morphology of Brucella and of the mechanism of their phagocytosis by blood cells].
Comparative electron microscopic investigations of Brucella were carried out in cultures in vitro and in vivo in guinea pigs with experimental brucellosis (blood) and in patients with brucellosis. Morphological differences in the structure of brucella due to different environments were found. The authors discuss facultative intracellular parasitism with intraphagosomal reproduction of the causative agent. This form of incompleted phagocytosis is a morphological manifestation of decreased defence properties of cells and causes the development of persistent infection with severe bacteriotoxemia. This is an important factor of the pathogenicity of this agent and underlies the pathogenesis of brucellosis.